roar of the aircraft, which they understood sympathetically. have. 
Larry Obrien and I stayed with her beside the casket until we 
landed in Washington. There was not much room in the nar com- 
partment, with the casket taking up most of the "pace (Miter mem- 
bers of the Kennedy staff — Pamela Turnure. Jackies press secre- 
tary, Dr. lUfrklew General McHugh. Kvelyn Lincoln, flint 1 1 til 
came back and visited with us one at a time. W hen the plane lifted 
off tin* runwa\ I felt a great relief to be getting away from Pallas 
at last and announced that* I was going to have a -tin’ drink of 
Scotch. I made one for Jackie, too. She was unable to feel it and 
switched to entice. The rest of u> drank several more Smtehr> but it 
was like drinking water. It left u> cold -ober. 

Later de>ci ipt ions of the mood in Air l*orre (Mir on the Might 
hack from Dallas bv writers who were not on the plain painted a 
picture ol open and hittrt i r.-nit mrnt toward Jolm-on from the 
Kennedy gtoitp Some of u- did feel that he was ti-ine. Mi-. Kennedy 
and the Kennedy aura when he moved into her Ini-kind • Presi- 
dential plant* o he could Mage his oath taking eeremon\ (here with 
her jireseiil and -o lie could arrive in Wa-hingtou witji her and 
President Kennedy's ra-krt. I think Johnson -eii-rd that lie might be 
criticized tor taking over Air Lorre One in-trad ot going bat k to 
W ashington earlier on hi- own plane, a- we assumed lit* would do. # 
'This must have been why he later made a big point of in-i-tiug in his 
testimony before the Warren Commission, and in interview- with 
reporters. that I had specifically told him to take \ir borer One 
when we talk'd before he left Parkland Hospital. He was trying to 
shift the blame for his being on Air Loire One to me. just as he 
inisisted that he waited in Dallas to lake the oath on the plane 
because llobbv Kennedy had told him to do so. w hich wa> not true at 
all. 

1 distinctly remember that when Johnson and I talked at the 
hospital there was no mention of which of the two planes he should 
use. Xor was there any mention that he was considering waiting for 
Jackie and the President's casket to be on the same plane with him 
before he hit Dallas. Later a lawyer for the Warren (Commission. 
Arlen Specter, point ed out to me that Johnson's testimony that I 
had told liinTTo" board Air Force One disagreed with my own testi- 
mony before the commission about our conversation at the hospital. 
Specter asked me. to my amazement, if 1 would change my testi- 
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nwnr so .ha! il w -'-' T"~ ”' i ' h rresidrolV "Was I under 

oath?” I asked Specter, as, ol course. I was. ‘ Certainly I nouldn t 

change anything I said under oath.’ 

Iiut whatever resentment some of us might have felt, neither 
Dave nor I can remember any open display of antagonism against 
Johnson because he was aboard Air Force One on the flight back 
from Dallas. Nor do we recall that we forcibly prevented him from 
joining Mrs. Kennedy and our group when we were carrying Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s casket from the plane at Andrews Air base m Wash- 
ington, as he claimed in later interviews. 

The impression that there was a wall of coldness between us and 
Johnson on the plane rose simply from the fact that we remaine 
during the night with Jackie beside the casket separated by a nar- 
row passageway from the President’s office and lounge, where John- 
son sat with his advisers. Cliff Carter and Hill Moyers. Johnson 
came bat k once to visit with us. and told harry and me that he 
wanted u, „> s,av on with him at the White IbiUM . M need you now 
more than President Kennedy needed you. he said. We heard at r 
that he Slid the same thing in exactly the same words lu wj'Wy 
rU,- on the White House -taft during the next lew days, loll - lo>us 
t-ame bark to us later and .said that the Prudent wanted us to come 
juin hi,,, for a talk about arranging a ( ungross, onal leadei- 
ship meeting. I explained that we did not want to leave Jackie, and 

Movers said agreeablv.'AVe understand perleelly. . 

<)m talk with Jackie beside the casket that evening during the 
High, back lo Washington was like the talk at an Ind, wake. Idled 
«i,h warmlv M-mimental reminiseeures. She remembered >ow nutch 
, ,, U had loved the singing of l.uigi Vena, a tenor from l.osto, a 
‘.heir wedding in Newport, and she decided then and there that 
Vena would sing Schubert > ,l;v Mari" and Po/et s Ays P'iM 
predd. iii - funeral Mass, as he did. of course, she added, their good 
friend Cardinal Cubing. who married them would say the low 
retiuiein Mass, which Jack liked better than the solemn high ritual. 
She eui"ve»l i. when Dave and I mid her about Cardinal t ush. ng * 
with the President at the North American t oilege tn Rome 
tin rin" "our trip to Kurope a few months earlier. All ol the promt- 

(v..n. Ill' 1 l nitctl Stall'. I, a, I I, in Rom, Humj 

previous week, attending the coronation of the new lope \ m\ , 
l, ut Cardinal Cushing was the only .me remaining to greet 1 resident 

r -us i 



